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SATURDAY (12/16)  
8 AM: MASS 
11 AM: Baptism: Robert Jude Brennan 

 3:30: Dante’s Inferno Book Study (Lower Level) 
 3:30-4:30 PM: Reconciliation (Chapel) 
    5 PM: Vigil MASS  
SUNDAY (12/17) THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
(Altar Flowers Donated by the Conaway-Petroni 
Family) 
   7-7:45 AM: Reconciliation 
   8:30 AM: MASS 
 9:45-10:45 AM: RCIA (CRE Office) 
 9:45-10:45 AM: Christian Formation (Lower Level) 
 9:45-10:45 AM: First Sacraments Preparation  
(Lower Level) 
 9:45-10:45 AM: Gospel of Mark Study (Chapel) 
   8:30 AM: MASS 
 4-5:30 PM: High School Youth Ministry 
MONDAY (12/18) 

NOON: MASS 
6 PM: Lawyers Helping Lawyers (Lower Level) 
6 PM: Women’s Gregorian Chant (Schola) Rehearsal 
7 PM: Men’s Gregorian Chant (Schola) Rehearsal 

TUESDAY (12/19)  
10 AM-NOON: Food Pantry  
NOON: MASS 

WEDNESDAY (12/20) 
10 AM-NOON: Food Pantry 
NOON: MASS 
NOON: AA Meeting (Lower Level) 
6:15 PM: Rosary Prayer Group (Chapel) 
6:30 PM: Sung Vespers (Church) 
7 PM: Choir Rehearsal (Loft) 

THURSDAY (12/21) 
8 AM: MASS 
NOON: Soup Kitchen 

FRIDAY (12/22)  
8 AM: MASS 
10 AM-NOON: Food Pantry 
NOON: AA Meeting (Lower Level) 

12/17        St. John of Matha 
12/18 St. Malachi the Prophet 
12/19    Blessed Urban V 
12/20 St. Dominic of Silos 
12/21 St. Peter Canisius 
12/22        St. Chaeremon 
12/23        St. John of Kanty 
 

SATURDAY (12/23)  
8 AM: MASS 

 3:30-4:30 PM: Reconciliation (Chapel) 
    5 PM: Vigil MASS (4th Sunday of Advent) 
SUNDAY (12/24) FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
(Altar Flowers Provided by the Generous Donations of 
Holy Comforter Parishioners and Friends) 
   7-7:45 AM: Reconciliation 
   8:30 AM: MASS (4th Sunday of Advent) 
 4 PM: Children’s Christmas MASS and Nativity Play 
 6:15 PM: Carol Singing 
 7 PM: Christmas Vigil MASS 
 11:30 PM: Latin Christmas MASS 
MONDAY (12/25) THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 
(There will be a second collection today for Catholic 
Charities) (Parish Offices are closed today) 
   8:30 AM: MASS 
   11 AM: MASS 

Saturday, December 16 
 8 AM Sandy (Paul Savoie) 
 5 PM Katherine (Paul Savoie) 
Sunday, December 17 
 8:30 AM Peter Colo (Marlene Wood) 
 11:00 AM Members of our Parish 
Monday, December 18 
 NOON Katherine (Paul Savoie);  
Lyda Brown Sorgini (Stephanie Gartner) 
Tuesday, December 19 
 NOON Katherine (Paul Savoie) 
Wednesday, December 20 
 NOON Christina (Paul Savoie) 
Thursday, December 21 
 8 AM Christina (Paul Savoie) 
Friday, December 22 
 8 AM Christina (Paul Savoie) 
Saturday, December 23 
 8 AM Christina (Paul Savoie) 
 5 PM Members of our Parish 
Sunday, December 24 
 8:30 AM Clementine Ishimwe (Scarlett Makielski) 
 4 PM Andrew (Paul Savoie) 
 7 PM Thanksgiving for the Blessings (Dominique 
Faust) 
 11:30 PM For our Priests and Parishioners 
(Dominique Faust) 
Monday, December 25 
 8:30 AM Andrew (Paul Savoie) 
 11:00 AM Lorene Primich, Brett Bacek (Judith 
Pateman) 
 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 

MASS INTENTIONS 

SAINTS TO REMEMBER 
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First Reading 
2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16 
The Lord promises David that he will raise from his 
descendants a kingdom that will endure forever. 
Responsorial Psalm 
Psalm 89:2-5, 27, 29 
A prayer of praise to the Lord for his faithfulness to his 
covenant. 
Second Reading 
Romans 16:25-27 
Paul praises God for making his revelation known. 
Gospel Reading 
Luke 1:26-38 
The angel Gabriel visits Mary to announce the birth of 
Jesus. 

DECEMBER 8 & 10, 2017 
Offertory (plate)    $10,296 
Weekly Offertory Budget        7,403 
Above Weekly Budget   ($2,893) 
 
Outreach  $1,615 
Flower Donations      279 

LETTER OF THANKS 
Dear Fellow Parishioners and Father Joseph Mary: 
Dominique Faust and her family would like to thank all of 
you who have prayed for her through her dangerous 
times. May God reward you abundantly and Mary 
protect you always. Joyeux Noel and a Very Blessed 2018 
to all of you. 
 
VESPERS 
A sung Vespers service (evening prayer) will be 
celebrated regularly on Wednesdays at 6:30pm in the 
church. The psalms will be sung to Gregorian psalm 
tones, which are easy to learn and contemplative, 
allowing the participant to focus on the words while 
raising the voice to God in praise. This is what St. 
Augustine meant when he famously said that singing is 
praying twice. Please come and join in the universal 
prayer of the Church! 
 
ROSARY PRAYER GROUP 
We gather on Wednesday in the Chapel at 6:15. All are 
welcomed. 
 

PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING IN YOUR PRAYERS 
Kindly notify us if you would like a name added to or 
deleted from this list, office@holycomforterparish.org 
To arrange to receive Holy Communion or a visit by Fr. 
Joseph Mary, please call the parish office 434.295.7185. 
 
THE ILL & HOME BOUND 
Parishioners: Amber Eros, Dominique Faust, Colette Hall, 
Kay Colo, Raymond Painley, Jack Valloric, Mildred 
Dudley, Pam Heron, Kay Russo, Mary Griffin, Mike 
Charlie, Frances Charlie, Eileen Foster, Tam Nguyen, Joe 
Murray, Helen Edwards, Fran Cannon Slayton, Michael 
Ludgate, Frank Pologruto, Al Bracuti, Rose Bowker, 
Charley Moore. 
Friends and Relatives: Claudia Hartland, Aileen Green, 
Teresa Hall, Heather Johnson, Joann Walker, Christine 
Fitzgerald, Mary Dominicis, Daniel Moore, Katie George, 
James Worley, Father Gerald Fogarty, Mary Ann Kline, 
Beatrice Stack, Thomas Johnson, Brenda Gayle Johnson, 
Sue Newman, James Worley, Carolyn Ann Davis, Andy 
Gillespie, JoAnn Fox Klein, Susan Steeby, Suzanne Lank, 
John Lank, Susan Straub Martin, Josephine Nampijja, 
Christine Bentéjac, David Rumpf, Kimberly Hasenfus 
Hulick, Kristin Fagan, John Patrick Dennison, Christine 
Russo Carpenter, Benedict Pax, Residents of Albemarle 
County Regional Jail, Residents of Blue Ridge Juvenile 
Detention. 
 
MEMBERS OF THE MILITARY 
Jeffrey Jaeger, Pete Bakke, Michael Eiermann, Tom 
Logan, William Murray, Trey Linebrink, Jeff Woodside, 
Charles G. Ellison, and Matthew Mickiewicz. 
 
RECENTLY DECEASED PARISHIONER 
Herman Ortmann 
 
THE CARMELITE SCAPULAR 
Father Joseph Mary has scheduled the Investiture 
Ceremony for the Brown Scapular of Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel. It will take place during the 7 PM Mass on 
January 1st, the Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of 
God. Please sign up in the commons and see the handout 
about this most ancient sacramental of the church. 
 
ANGEL TREE PROGRAM 2017 
Thank you for your generosity and time given to the 
Salvation Army Angel Tree Program! We appreciate you 
spreading hope and joy to those in need this Christmas 
season. 
 
CHRISTIAN FORMATION CLASSES will NOT meet on 
Sunday, Dec. 24 or Sun. Dec. 31. Classes will resume on 
Sunday, January 8, the Feast of Epiphany! 

GIFTS FROM GOD 

PARISH NEWS 

NEXT WEEKEND’S READINGS 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
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Christmas Eve (Sunday, 12/24) 
4 PM: Children’s Christmas Mass and Nativity Play 
6:15 PM: Carol Singing 
7 PM: Christmas Vigil Mass 
11:30 PM: Latin Christmas Mass 
Christmas Day (Monday, 12/25)  
8:30 AM: Mass 
11 AM: Mass 
Daily Masses (Tuesday-Friday, 12/26-12/29) 
NOON: Mass 
Saturday 12/30 
8 AM: Mass 
5 PM: Vigil Mass 
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph  
(Sunday 12/31) 
8:30 AM: Mass 
11 AM: Mass 
Mary, The Holy Mother of God (Monday 1/1) 
NOON: Mass 
7 PM: Mass 
Daily Masses (Tuesday-Friday) 
1/2 NOON: Mass 
1/3 NOON: Mass 
1/4 8 AM: Mass 
1/5 NOON-2 PM: Mass and Adoration 
Saturday 1/6 
8 AM: Mass 
5 PM: Vigil Mass 
The Epiphany of the Lord (Sunday 1/7) 
8:30 AM: Mass 
11 AM: Mass 
The Baptism of the Lord (Monday 1/8) 
NOON: Mass 
 
TICKET LOTTERY FOR BISHOP BARRY C. KNESTOUT 
INSTALLATION MASS 
Those hoping to participate in the joy and excitement of 
the Jan. 12 Mass of Installation for the Catholic Diocese 
of Richmond’s new Bishop may enter a lottery. Seating 
for the 2 PM event at the Cathedral of the Sacred Heart 
will be limited. To enter the drawing for admission tickets 
please visit by Friday, December 29, 2017: 
richmonddiocese.org/installation-mass-details 
The drawing will be held in early January with two tickets 
awarded to each selected registrant. Those selected will 
have 48 hours to respond before the tickets are released 
to alternates. Tickets are not transferrable and may not 
be sold.  
Questions? Contact newbishop@richmonddiocese.org 
or (804) 622-5294. 

ADULT FORMATION 
Our Bible Study on the Gospel of Mark concludes this 
Sunday with a grand finale summary! You are most 
welcome to join us even if you have not attended 
previous sessions, as there are many “take aways” to be 
gleaned from God’s Word through Mark! 
Stay tuned for details of our next adult study using 
Bishop Robert Barron’s “Catholicism” study! 
 
ADVENT REFLECTIONS 
Make your Advent season meaningful by beginning each 
day with a reflection on the joy of anticipating the 
celebration of the Birth of Christ in us and in His coming 
again. Many online resources are available that come 
directly to your email. In addition to Dynamic Catholic’s 
“Best Advent Ever,” dynamiccatholic.com/best-advent-
ever/advent-reflections-2017, here are some others: 
Sacred Space-Ignatian Spirituality: 
pray-as-you-go.org/prayer-resources/messengers-of-
joy-advent-2017 and Loyola Press:  
www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/prayer/daily-
inspirations 
 
CHRISTMAS CHILDREN’S MASS AND NATIVITY PLAY 
The annual presentation of the Nativity by the children 
will take place during the Family Christmas Mass on 
Sunday, Dec. 24 at 4:00pm. Children ages 4 and older are 
invited to participate. If you are interested in having your 
child take part in the play, please email Sue Dougherty, 
CRE at cre@holycomforterparish.org as soon as possible.  
 
HIGH SCHOOL YM 
Our High School Youth will meet this Sunday afternoon 
at 4:00 pm for a Christmas social, including a Christmas 
movie and pizza. You may bring a $5.00 “Secret Santa” 
gift if you wish. It should be wrapped without a name on 
it.  

HAITI 
St. Michel Clinic: Is seeing about 10 patients a day.  
Please keep the doctor and medical personnel in your 
prayers. School: Student sponsorship and donations 
fund school costs. Please help by sponsoring a student—
see notebook on the Haiti Table. Please keep St. Michel 
students, families and teachers in your prayers. 
Bi-Parish Haiti Committee Meeting: Next Meeting is 
February 4, 2018. All are welcome. For more 
information, contact Anne Knasel anne@stagebridge.net 
or Ginny Zeller ginnyannzeller@gmail.com. 

2017-2018 CHRISTMAS SEASON MASS SCHEDULE CHRISTIAN FORMATION 

SOCIAL MINISTRIES 
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“Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.” (3rd Week) 
 
 

 
 

"And He will send forth His angels with A GREAT TRUMPET and THEY WILL GATHER TOGETHER His 
elect from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other.” (Mt.24:31) 

 
“We rejoice in hope” sums up the message for the third Sunday of Advent. You can endure hardships 
cheerfully (James 5:7-10) only when the anticipated reward makes it all worthwhile. When you are a kid 
on a long trip and your parents say you are half-way there, do you rejoice? Probably not! You would think 
the Church would have Gaudete Sunday on the fourth Sunday of Advent - then Christmas would be less 
than a week away (or, as it is this year, just one day away) that would be something to rejoice about. For 
some reason the Pope at that time didn’t ask for our opinion on this, or anything else for that matter 
which is good - the Church is wisely guided by the Holy Spirit, so let’s just remain patiently waiting and 
rejoicing in hope. 
 
I would think the Church calls the third Sunday of Advent Gaudete Sunday to remind us that the journey 
is just as important as the arrival. Hope is as important because it is the key to joy. And Even though 
Christmas is still two weeks away, we are to rejoice. We have to remember that the Old Testament 
prophets spoke of Jesus coming hundreds of years before he actually came. In Isaiah, one of the prophets, 
we hear of hope. “Hope that in the future the steppe will be full of flowers in bloom; that the glory of 
the Lord will be seen; that because of God’s presence, there is no need to fear; the blind will see, the 
deaf will hear, and the mute will speak.” (Isaiah. 35:1-10) Isaiah says there will be much rejoicing and 
singing among those whom God has ransomed and saved. What we see foretold in Isaiah, we see that 
Jesus has made a reality. 
 
One of the great Spiritual writers, St. Bernard of Clairvaux said, “We know that there are three comings 
of the Lord. The third lies between the other two. It is invisible, while the other two are visible. In the 
first coming he was seen on earth, dwelling among men; he himself testifies that they saw him and 
hated him. In the final coming ‘all flesh will see the salvation of our God, and they will look on him whom 
they pierced.’ The intermediate coming is a hidden one; in it only the elect see the Lord within their 
own selves, and they are saved.” In his first coming our Lord came in our flesh and in our weakness; in 
this middle coming he comes in spirit and in power; in the final coming he will be seen in glory and majesty. 
We firmly believe and rightly say the great Prophet who will build the New Jerusalem will come, the one 
who makes all things new. We rejoice, then, with that inexpressible joy. (To be continued…)  
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First Reading 
2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16 
The Lord promises David that he will raise from his 
descendants a kingdom that will endure forever. 
Responsorial Psalm 
Psalm 89:2-5, 27, 29 
A prayer of praise to the Lord for his faithfulness to his 
covenant. 
Second Reading 
Romans 16:25-27 
Paul praises God for making his revelation known. 
Gospel Reading 
Luke 1:26-38 
The angel Gabriel visits Mary to announce the birth of 
Jesus. 

DECEMBER 8 & 10, 2017 
Offertory (plate)    $10,296 
Weekly Offertory Budget        7,403 
Above Weekly Budget   ($2,893) 
 
Outreach  $1,615 
Flower Donations      279 

LETTER OF THANKS 
Dear Fellow Parishioners and Father Joseph Mary: 
Dominique Faust and her family would like to thank all of 
you who have prayed for her through her dangerous 
times. May God reward you abundantly and Mary 
protect you always. Joyeux Noel and a Very Blessed 2018 
to all of you. 
 
VESPERS 
A sung Vespers service (evening prayer) will be 
celebrated regularly on Wednesdays at 6:30pm in the 
church. The psalms will be sung to Gregorian psalm 
tones, which are easy to learn and contemplative, 
allowing the participant to focus on the words while 
raising the voice to God in praise. This is what St. 
Augustine meant when he famously said that singing is 
praying twice. Please come and join in the universal 
prayer of the Church! 
 
ROSARY PRAYER GROUP 
We gather on Wednesday in the Chapel at 6:15. All are 
welcomed. 
 

PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING IN YOUR PRAYERS 
Kindly notify us if you would like a name added to or 
deleted from this list, office@holycomforterparish.org 
To arrange to receive Holy Communion or a visit by Fr. 
Joseph Mary, please call the parish office 434.295.7185. 
 
THE ILL & HOME BOUND 
Parishioners: Amber Eros, Dominique Faust, Colette Hall, 
Kay Colo, Raymond Painley, Jack Valloric, Mildred 
Dudley, Pam Heron, Kay Russo, Mary Griffin, Mike 
Charlie, Frances Charlie, Eileen Foster, Tam Nguyen, Joe 
Murray, Helen Edwards, Fran Cannon Slayton, Michael 
Ludgate, Frank Pologruto, Al Bracuti, Rose Bowker, 
Charley Moore. 
Friends and Relatives: Claudia Hartland, Aileen Green, 
Teresa Hall, Heather Johnson, Joann Walker, Christine 
Fitzgerald, Mary Dominicis, Daniel Moore, Katie George, 
James Worley, Father Gerald Fogarty, Mary Ann Kline, 
Beatrice Stack, Thomas Johnson, Brenda Gayle Johnson, 
Sue Newman, James Worley, Carolyn Ann Davis, Andy 
Gillespie, JoAnn Fox Klein, Susan Steeby, Suzanne Lank, 
John Lank, Susan Straub Martin, Josephine Nampijja, 
Christine Bentéjac, David Rumpf, Kimberly Hasenfus 
Hulick, Kristin Fagan, John Patrick Dennison, Christine 
Russo Carpenter, Benedict Pax, Residents of Albemarle 
County Regional Jail, Residents of Blue Ridge Juvenile 
Detention. 
 
MEMBERS OF THE MILITARY 
Jeffrey Jaeger, Pete Bakke, Michael Eiermann, Tom 
Logan, William Murray, Trey Linebrink, Jeff Woodside, 
Charles G. Ellison, and Matthew Mickiewicz. 
 
RECENTLY DECEASED PARISHIONER 
Herman Ortmann 
 
THE CARMELITE SCAPULAR 
Father Joseph Mary has scheduled the Investiture 
Ceremony for the Brown Scapular of Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel. It will take place during the 7 PM Mass on 
January 1st, the Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of 
God. Please sign up in the commons and see the handout 
about this most ancient sacramental of the church. 
 
ANGEL TREE PROGRAM 2017 
Thank you for your generosity and time given to the 
Salvation Army Angel Tree Program! We appreciate you 
spreading hope and joy to those in need this Christmas 
season. 
 
CHRISTIAN FORMATION CLASSES will NOT meet on 
Sunday, Dec. 24 or Sun. Dec. 31. Classes will resume on 
Sunday, January 8, the Feast of Epiphany! 

GIFTS FROM GOD 

PARISH NEWS 

NEXT WEEKEND’S READINGS 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
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Christmas Eve (Sunday, 12/24) 
4 PM: Children’s Christmas Mass and Nativity Play 
6:15 PM: Carol Singing 
7 PM: Christmas Vigil Mass 
11:30 PM: Latin Christmas Mass 
Christmas Day (Monday, 12/25)  
8:30 AM: Mass 
11 AM: Mass 
Daily Masses (Tuesday-Friday, 12/26-12/29) 
NOON: Mass 
Saturday 12/30 
8 AM: Mass 
5 PM: Vigil Mass 
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph  
(Sunday 12/31) 
8:30 AM: Mass 
11 AM: Mass 
Mary, The Holy Mother of God (Monday 1/1) 
NOON: Mass 
7 PM: Mass 
Daily Masses (Tuesday-Friday) 
1/2 NOON: Mass 
1/3 NOON: Mass 
1/4 8 AM: Mass 
1/5 NOON-2 PM: Mass and Adoration 
Saturday 1/6 
8 AM: Mass 
5 PM: Vigil Mass 
The Epiphany of the Lord (Sunday 1/7) 
8:30 AM: Mass 
11 AM: Mass 
The Baptism of the Lord (Monday 1/8) 
NOON: Mass 
 
TICKET LOTTERY FOR BISHOP BARRY C. KNESTOUT 
INSTALLATION MASS 
Those hoping to participate in the joy and excitement of 
the Jan. 12 Mass of Installation for the Catholic Diocese 
of Richmond’s new Bishop may enter a lottery. Seating 
for the 2 PM event at the Cathedral of the Sacred Heart 
will be limited. To enter the drawing for admission tickets 
please visit by Friday, December 29, 2017: 
richmonddiocese.org/installation-mass-details 
The drawing will be held in early January with two tickets 
awarded to each selected registrant. Those selected will 
have 48 hours to respond before the tickets are released 
to alternates. Tickets are not transferrable and may not 
be sold.  
Questions? Contact newbishop@richmonddiocese.org 
or (804) 622-5294. 

ADULT FORMATION 
Our Bible Study on the Gospel of Mark concludes this 
Sunday with a grand finale summary! You are most 
welcome to join us even if you have not attended 
previous sessions, as there are many “take aways” to be 
gleaned from God’s Word through Mark! 
Stay tuned for details of our next adult study using 
Bishop Robert Barron’s “Catholicism” study! 
 
ADVENT REFLECTIONS 
Make your Advent season meaningful by beginning each 
day with a reflection on the joy of anticipating the 
celebration of the Birth of Christ in us and in His coming 
again. Many online resources are available that come 
directly to your email. In addition to Dynamic Catholic’s 
“Best Advent Ever,” dynamiccatholic.com/best-advent-
ever/advent-reflections-2017, here are some others: 
Sacred Space-Ignatian Spirituality: 
pray-as-you-go.org/prayer-resources/messengers-of-
joy-advent-2017 and Loyola Press:  
www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/prayer/daily-
inspirations 
 
CHRISTMAS CHILDREN’S MASS AND NATIVITY PLAY 
The annual presentation of the Nativity by the children 
will take place during the Family Christmas Mass on 
Sunday, Dec. 24 at 4:00pm. Children ages 4 and older are 
invited to participate. If you are interested in having your 
child take part in the play, please email Sue Dougherty, 
CRE at cre@holycomforterparish.org as soon as possible.  
 
HIGH SCHOOL YM 
Our High School Youth will meet this Sunday afternoon 
at 4:00 pm for a Christmas social, including a Christmas 
movie and pizza. You may bring a $5.00 “Secret Santa” 
gift if you wish. It should be wrapped without a name on 
it.  

HAITI 
St. Michel Clinic: Is seeing about 10 patients a day.  
Please keep the doctor and medical personnel in your 
prayers. School: Student sponsorship and donations 
fund school costs. Please help by sponsoring a student—
see notebook on the Haiti Table. Please keep St. Michel 
students, families and teachers in your prayers. 
Bi-Parish Haiti Committee Meeting: Next Meeting is 
February 4, 2018. All are welcome. For more 
information, contact Anne Knasel anne@stagebridge.net 
or Ginny Zeller ginnyannzeller@gmail.com. 

2017-2018 CHRISTMAS SEASON MASS SCHEDULE CHRISTIAN FORMATION 
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“Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.” (3rd Week) 
 
 

 
 

"And He will send forth His angels with A GREAT TRUMPET and THEY WILL GATHER TOGETHER His 
elect from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other.” (Mt.24:31) 
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cheerfully (James 5:7-10) only when the anticipated reward makes it all worthwhile. When you are a kid 
on a long trip and your parents say you are half-way there, do you rejoice? Probably not! You would think 
the Church would have Gaudete Sunday on the fourth Sunday of Advent - then Christmas would be less 
than a week away (or, as it is this year, just one day away) that would be something to rejoice about. For 
some reason the Pope at that time didn’t ask for our opinion on this, or anything else for that matter 
which is good - the Church is wisely guided by the Holy Spirit, so let’s just remain patiently waiting and 
rejoicing in hope. 
 
I would think the Church calls the third Sunday of Advent Gaudete Sunday to remind us that the journey 
is just as important as the arrival. Hope is as important because it is the key to joy. And Even though 
Christmas is still two weeks away, we are to rejoice. We have to remember that the Old Testament 
prophets spoke of Jesus coming hundreds of years before he actually came. In Isaiah, one of the prophets, 
we hear of hope. “Hope that in the future the steppe will be full of flowers in bloom; that the glory of 
the Lord will be seen; that because of God’s presence, there is no need to fear; the blind will see, the 
deaf will hear, and the mute will speak.” (Isaiah. 35:1-10) Isaiah says there will be much rejoicing and 
singing among those whom God has ransomed and saved. What we see foretold in Isaiah, we see that 
Jesus has made a reality. 
 
One of the great Spiritual writers, St. Bernard of Clairvaux said, “We know that there are three comings 
of the Lord. The third lies between the other two. It is invisible, while the other two are visible. In the 
first coming he was seen on earth, dwelling among men; he himself testifies that they saw him and 
hated him. In the final coming ‘all flesh will see the salvation of our God, and they will look on him whom 
they pierced.’ The intermediate coming is a hidden one; in it only the elect see the Lord within their 
own selves, and they are saved.” In his first coming our Lord came in our flesh and in our weakness; in 
this middle coming he comes in spirit and in power; in the final coming he will be seen in glory and majesty. 
We firmly believe and rightly say the great Prophet who will build the New Jerusalem will come, the one 
who makes all things new. We rejoice, then, with that inexpressible joy. (To be continued…)  
 
 
 
 


